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Dear Bill, 

1 wish I tel the lou gh v -o hone you* even cn re 7 probably bugged phoue, for 
your voice and that of Maggie* s are comforting and good# 1 have Just returned 
from n Bow York trip an ; hove spent the d y in letter thjt I hed to rito# I so 
hate moments away from IIPTEV/ASH II, ao near completion of the draft# All the 

major chapters ar^ done, in oncf form or another# 

I need nothing from "lllis# If he fei Is to answer tny last letter it is almost 
as good as if he answers# I would like only what Lillian promised, SBtocially 
the good print of ,?5, but with her problem I have not wri !rten her and I shall not# 
There art? things that time could improve; but time metes other problems, onoa of 
tfaich is plagiorisn# I give Viking, in confidonca, uiy :htipter ,f ?he Mbioua Kennedy 
Inquest" for their protection against attack and th3y have soli its documentation 
of Bontsrn an-: ere e reading it in tho trade in Nov; iork# Fopkin hns Just claimed 
it os e major discovery (of his) In Paris# Ho has dona o book "lie Second Oswald 
that th 9 New York Pevie^ is publishing! From London Evening Standard B/26# 

hot I raolly nood, or will soon, ii: what I ca-nct p^y for: good editing 
by e trustworthy person# I hove en offer for tho book already, from a megor.ino 
house that kinks it cm make arrangements for adequate distribution# It is owned 
by the family of z reporter »7ho interviewed me# It is a package offer, both bo-ks# 

I haven t taken time tc nap lyza it# It has be n verbal until today, uhan I got 
It by mail# I f ve been toe busy bet tiling to road it carefully# 

Tho situation ir drawing to o head rapidly, I believe# dome of my nonx- 
literary work is bearing frul**, I believe# There ray ho ao > ch ur-o in attitudes, 
of which I cannot now say more# Shat ^ now fear is its misdirection, giving it the 
potential of a Seiche teg firs# I tav? fonred this >j11 along, and 1 now find, 83 
they hove in the rjeot, son© of the more vocal Commission critics unthinkingly 
taking tb* lead# fyist is hy this bock tells how the white^aahing was done, and 
by whom# 1 ora quite confi 1 ant. 1 am right# 

It includes a documentary on the staff that Epstein never approached and 
without tho handicap of representing ono faction. It tells the story of both! 

And the investigators, too# I f ve got some new stuff that is pretty good, too. 

Glad to h^ar Hay Marcus is doing r piece for TO*? view on tho bullet# If there i3 
anything in JUTmAfH ho con use, he con do so, with or without credit. 

The NY TV thing is on outgrowth of the Alan Burko ->how. It also eurncl Lane 
a similar oho w, nlroaly t M ed, to bp aired after this w sp cisr* • 'To had Jdm Bishop 

of mastef of ceremonies# I foor I unwittingly wrote "A bight In The Life Of Jim 

Bishop'* when ho ohljlenged tho integrity of r:y information# Lot. ’Jin best treatment 
of the me when tho show is taped twice or Ion r s con her used. "Thera in now nothing 

but ugly nakedness loft of Jacob Cohen# lie is a miserable corruption of the intellect, 

an intelligent and '^ell-educsted men whoso corruption is eo essential tht. t lies 
flow as amcv thly ond convincingly from his mouth as the serpent from its coil# Ha 
tried o bit of it in ou.' discussion tho night before and 1 pounced on him, hard. As 


he left that night he turned to me ond sold, "I i^olly owe you on apology for 
the way * behaved tonight, I’ll h© fair tomorrow', I assured him ^ had not doubt 
and that it was really a promise. Earlier* when * had taken him apart on one of 
hie neat lies, that tho other iraored, I told hin if he dare pull 3uch stuff 
on camera I would tako him 3part. Although 1 am not given to 3uch seaming 
bcsggadoccio, I then sled, "You ere In the right place to find out if I can and 
if 1 mean it. " Tho entire .:tof ’ Mughed. He has a tranenduous ego with it... 

hen the taping was over he stalked out, right post me, eyes glued ohsad, anger 
and frustration rhrisking in dismay from every hair of hi. beard. If this show 
is aired in anything like its real-life form, wo have heard the last of Jerry 
v ohen for a while. During one of the breaks, ’hen 1 had just really demolished 
him lijjfe, he turned to me in anger and said "I don’t want you to talk to no ogiin." 

I told him the way to guarantee that was to keep his lyin mouth closed fcs or 
to stick to the truth. That I didn t give a damn about what he wanted or what he 
threatened or clsinef, when h^ liaS I’d clobber him. His ono protection was to 
stick to the truth. He was furious but unaided, 3»-ve for ths producer who protested 
calmly, my use of tho word "flip ont" to describe Jerry’s attitude. I ackaowled ed 
the error ond promised a closer approximation of reality , and there it dropped. 

Until Jerry said, on camera, that the bullet from Tipr.it 7 os traced to the pistol. 
Even w im Bishop tried to protect him. To no avail. It wss a boll. Lane pulled 3 omo 
shady stuff I should h^-vo stopped but didn’t. That is a strange creature, n men 
irtio finds no lily not requiring his retouching. Vith oil tho good stuff thero 
is, he hns to lie nbou*- it for hi ulterior purpose. Like 3oying Lovolcdy "testi- 
fied" ho was wearing a 3trlped shirt. The truth is worse, that ha was kept away 
from ths ^onraission and wosn f t asked by counsel. Ho t ire to keep cut the doctored 
films in my book, bo fora I got there and on the air. I don’t think he 1 11 try any- 
thing like that again. "’That do they norm" h? sakod, aayin they had no Importance, 
exactly the blunder of his book, which also say 3 the seraaof V/illia:<$ S3. I’d prefer 
not to, bu~ it is inevitable that he anl I will noon tangle. I have hoard too 
many of my lint?a coming back to me when he is on TV, and these are things not in 
his boak. I’m satisfied his Appendix X is from lilTETVK, that hn could not face 
the ingominy of having missed the teg line on hi own baby. Had he not nut in 
the inappropriate ap;.ondix, Tlolt woul 1 have had to do the bo* k over, ^icturos xrx 
were advertised but do rot appear. Today I wrote Holt, Viking, Bantmu and the NY 
Review, hat a bunch of crookn. NuVI think tho time is conin • fo ’ the ba-ch, and 
I'm getting reedy for it.. ..Ho good, new^ from England, whore the subject is 
begin inf; to cook.. . :, *ade the Italian LIES (L’L u ropeo, approx*) lost week 7/ith 
such reaction the NY correspondent was reused by his editor before daylight 
Tuesday to intervie; me. Crortunstely, whoever ho spoke to ot. tho University of 
Michigan (hia story) where I know no one or the ^niv of Md (my wife’s guess) 
knew the n- j me of our farm, so we got together. A fine, perceptive man whith o 
well-used mind. It W3B a pleasure# • .Reports indicate WHITEWASH is doing well# 

Third printing should l>» completed. I plan to go to DC tamor ow on”! do zo mo v/ork 
there and I’ll sec.. .Vi kin sure durr.pod Inquest fact. Dfontam’ s psperbeck Is 
duo in two weeks. Epstein would no 4 * show for the topi ng## .That #iow nay be out 
in two weeks, too, but *h*y have s helluva editing job. ..to be syndi catad, at 
1 est td -letromddis ntetions.. .The Altgens picture I get, according to tho lab 1 
used, was out of focus in enlarging. I’ve asked AP for better, answer yet. I 
am satisfies there in a mrtn and I on net satisfied what the object, is. I haven’t 
used it but it is in the book, so please, you Californians, tight lips#.. .Thoso 
domed people like Cnben get no so colled up I cannot sloop. The first night Penn 
!t 0 nes and I had a couple of drinks and I gueso it was thra* before I got in bed, 
just because I couldn’t 3 le~p. *esterday, with taping done at 4, it wow 6:45, and 
llttsle sleep before the drive home. . .Sylvia soys sht* has hoard Cohen is CISL.Thet 
would at least give motive. Noth inn in f his conduct disputes har«.#S!io says CBS 
has sono interest in her stuff. I didn t have, a ohonfe to talk to her, but 1 
wonder. They’ve road mine, liked it, and shied off .Maybe it ’3 me...^ largo un- 
named publisher wonts to i*ead her stuff but decided to do o pro-Report book inotoad, 
by on^ of the counsel. Thrjt I’m 1 ho Icing fbrward to. u ope ix ia Liobelor. Mrs. Jones 
indicoto3 ^lvia '3 disenchentaent with Epstein over hia roousal to show, but it i3 

bettor. He mj rlsht. He’d h«ve been o burden, s foil for 0 o tien. Ouos thot's ell the 
neiTs. ^est to you all, and good luck, eap. to Mr. c. 


